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The law of citizenship in India, it is argued, is not embedded in a continuum 

of chronological time, but unfolds in a sequential time frame in which each 

amendment in the law effectively puts in place a new one. The changes in 

the citizenship law must be seen in terms of their location in a historical 

chronosophy whereby each change represents an interruption marked 

by conscious decision making, buttressed by legitimation practices and 

justifications which make a case for their indispensability. The manner in 

which the discursive space of citizenship is assembled and the properties 

which provide coherence to a political and ideological context, I argue, 

constitute an assemblage within which the citizenship law acquires 

meaning. The contemporary assemblage of citizenship space, dominated 

by the CAA and NRC, may be seen as one where disparate and, indeed, 

adversarial political tendencies have coincided and become conjoined in 

their particularistic articulation of citizenship.
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